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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Gloucester* 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health,  environmental 
hygiene  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Rural  District  for  1966* 

I am  indebted  to  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  much  of  the 
material  from  which  the  Report  is  compiled,  especially  to  Mr,  J«So  Hopkins, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  to  the  Council  and  to  Mr®  SoWsDo  Harris,  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  sections  contributed  by  them.* 

Owing  to  the  impending  boundary  changes  the  estimated  population  of 
53,610  is  likely  to  be  a peak  and  shows  an  annual  increase  of  1,070  persons 
There  is  no  adverse  feature  in  any  of  the  health  statistics;  in  general 
these  figures  reflect  favourably  on  a healthy  community*  The  Birth  Rate 
of  19®'^  is  higher  than  the  national  average  17®7?  and  the  Death  Rate  10. 3 
is  lower  than  the  corresponding  figure  11  «7  for  England  and  Wa.les. 

Infantile  miortality  in  the  Rural  District  averages  18*2  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births,  whilst  the  comparable 
national  figure  is  19^0. 

The  incidence  of  all  forms  of  serious  infectious  disease  was  extremely 
light  due  to  the  high  level  of  immunity  in  the  child  population.  Doctors, 
nurses  and,  not  least  the  parents,  are  to,  be  congratulated  upon  the  part 
they  have  played  in  making  the  immunisation  campaigns  such  a success* 

From  time  to  time  especially  during  the  summer  months,  discolouration 
occurs  in  the  mains  water  supply 0 The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water 
Board  have  the  matter  under  constant  investigation  but  the  problem  is 
complex*  Addit.ional  treatmient  of  the  water  at  source  is  carried  out,  the 
distribution  mains  are  being  cleaned  and  relined  whilst  in  any  area 
affected  the  mains  are  thoroughly  flushed  out. 

Complaints  continue  to  be  made  of  nuisance  due  to  lack  of  main 
sewerage,  especially  in  the  Parishes  of  Quedgeley,  Hardwicke,  Tirley, 
Westbury-on-Severn  and  Maisemoreo  The  provision  of  main  sewerage  schemes 
in  these  Parishes  is  urgently  needed  in  the  interests  of  public  health* 


A joint  scheme  is  in  operation  between  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  the  County  Council  and  the  Rural  District  Council  to  co- 
ordinate the  effort  for  eradicating  Brucellosis  in  cattle*  Regular  sampling 
of  milk  by  the  County  Health  Department  enables  the  appropriate  action  to  be 
taken  at  an  early  stage  both  as  regards  the  milk  and  the  cow  in  cases  where 
this  infection  exists. 

Present  day  conditions  are  leading  to  the  rapid  increase  of  intensive 
farming.  Human  fallibility  leads  to  failure  in  management  and  in  these  cir- 
cumstances if  the  intensive  farm  unit  is  near  to  dwellings,  nuisances  are 
likely  to  occur  from  drainage,  noise,  stench,  flies,  vermiin  and  atmospheric 
pollution.  It  is  most  important,  therefore,  that  such  units  should  be  sited 
having  due  regard  to  existing  and  future  residential  development. 

The  Council  exercises  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act  to  promote 
Health  Education,  A joint  effort  is  made  with  the  County  Health  Department 
and  is  aimed  at  all  sections  of  the  comimunity  but  with  particular  emphasis 
for  young  people. 

I ami  grateful  to  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support  and 
to  other  officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemien, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

STEPHEN  KNIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  "2.66 ) 

Chairman:  T,  J.  WHITFIELD 


Vice-Chairman:  R. 


K,  H.  BRICE 


So  ALLCOCK 
Jo  sj  o BARBER 
KRSo  Bo  Mo  CASTLE 
Fo  Ao  CHAMBERLAYNE 
Co  Jo  DE  LISLE  WELLS 
To  ERRINGTON 
Ro  Lo  EVANS 
Ao  Jo  GIBSON 
Ro  Jo  GREEK AWAY 


Ao  Eo  KEYS 
Ro  To  MERRETT 
To  MORGAN 
Eo  Jo  FENNELS 
Ko  Ho  PLESTED 
Co  lo  Ho  SCEATS 
MRSo  Ko  Mo  TERRY 
No  Eo  Ic  THOMAS 
Fo  WILCOCK 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


STEPHEN  ICNIGHT,  MoBo  , BoScCLONDo'jo  MoRoCoSo,  LoRoCoPo,  DoPoH., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury  Borough,  Charlton  Kings 
Urban  District,  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham  Rural  Districts  and 
County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  North 
Gloucestershire  Divisional  Area. 

So  Wo  Do  KARRIS,  CoSoIoBo,  MiAoPoHolo,  MoRoSoHo,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Petroleum  Officer. 


Go  Go  VIGGERS,  CoSoIoBo,  MoAoPoHolo,  MoRoSoHo,  AoIoILEo,  Deputy  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

Po  Mo  JONES,  CoSoIoBo,  MoAoPoHoIo,  MoRoSoH.,  AcI.HoEo,  District  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Lo  So  SCOURFIELD,  CoSoIoBo,  MoAoPoHoIo,  MoRoSoHo,  District  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

N.  Jo  DAVIS,  CoSoIoBo,  MoAoPoHoIo,  MoRoSoH,,  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector . 

No  Jo  BILLINGTON,  CoSoIoBo,  MoAoPoHoIo,  MoR.SoHo,  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Do  Jo  ROGERS,  CoSoIoBo,  MoAoPoHoIo,  MoRoSoHo,  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector . 

Po  Jo  Co  WALKER,  Student  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Ao  Mo  TIMSON,  Administrative  Assistant. 

MISS  J®  E«  Co  MORGAN,  Clerk/Typist. 

Fo  GREENWOOD,  Senior  General  Assistant. 

Wo  Bo  NEWMAN,  Rodent  Operator. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres):  70,8o8. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  Home  Population  mid  I966: 
93v6TO.  (This  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed  Forces 
stationed  in  the  District.). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  3"lst,  I966)  , according  to  rate 
books:  16,845. 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  I966) : £1,832,601.  0.  0. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (March,  I966):  £7,l8l.  7»  4. 

General  Rate  I966-67:  IO/II.  (County  Precept  9/2) » 

ADOPTIVE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


1.  New  Streets  (adopted  1st  April,  1937) « 

2.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  (adopted  1st  September, 

1938) c 

3.  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  Open 
Air  (adopted  28th  August,  1950). 

4.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1936,  Section  l4l.  Water 
Supplies  to  occupied  houses  (adopted  1st  January,  1937) • 

5.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1936,  Section  I66,  Registration 
of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  (adopted  1st  October,  I963) * 

6.  The  Building  Regulations  I963,  (adopted  1st  February,  I966) , 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  statistics  give  particulars  as  to  the  births  and  deaths  in  the 
District,  together  with  certain  rates  which  are  compared,  where  possible, 
with  those  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  County  of  Gloucester. 

A detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  4 
(page 8 ) . 


TABLE 


Male 

Female 

Totals 

Live  Births: 

Legitimate 

9 9) 

O & 0 9 0 0 

9 0 

0 9 

« O 

477 

510 

987 

Illegitimate 

• O 

« « O 0 0 O 

O 0 

9 9 

0 e 

35 

21 

56 

Total 

*>  « 

« « 0 0 C 9 

0 0 

9 9 

0 0 

512 

53-1 

1043 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1000 

population 

(D  0 

9 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 G 9 

■19.9- 

Area  Com.parability  factor 

(births) 

9 9 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 0 9 

0,98 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

(19^ 

4 X Oo98) 

9 ® 

0 0 

9 0 

® 0 

0 9 0 0 

19«0 

Illegitim.ate  Live  Births 

per  cent  of 

total 

live 

births 

0 0 0 O 

5.3 

Male 

F emale 

Totals 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate 

0 0 9 9 ® 0 

0 9 

9 0 

0 0 

6 

7 

13 

Illegitimate 

9 9 

9 9 9 9 9 9 

9 O 

0 0 

9 0 

i 

/j 

Total 

• 9 

9 9 9 9 9 9 

9 9 

0 0 

0 0 

6 

8 

14 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 

1000 

total  (live 

and  s 

till) 

births 

0 0 0 0 

13^2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 

1000 

population 

9 0 

0 9 

0 0 

9 0 

9 0 0 9 

0e3 

Total  live 

and 

still  births 

9 0 

0 0 

® 0 

0 0 

0 0 0 0 

1057 

Infant  Deaths: 

(Death  of  infants 

under 

1 year  of  age) 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

Legitimate 

9 9 

9 9 9 9 ® 9 

9 0 

0 9 

0 0 

9 

9 

18 

Illegitimate 

« 

9 9 9 9 9 9 

Q 9 

0 0 

0 0 

_ 

1 

1 

Total 

V O 

9 9 9 9 0 9 

9 9 

9 0 

0 9 

9 

10 

19 

(Deaths  of  infants 

under  4 weeks  of 

age) 

Legitimate 

<D  e 

0 9 0 0 0 9 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

7 

6 

13 

Illegitimate 

<r  ® 

9 9 9 9 ® 0 

0 0 

9 9 

0 0 

— 

_ 

Total 

• 9 

9 9 0 9 9 0 

0 O 

9 O 

0 9 

7 

6 

13 

(Deaths  of  infants 

under  1 week  of 

age) 

Legitimate 

• ® 

9 9 <’£>9  9 0 

0 0 

9 0 

0 0 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

0 ♦ 

0 0 0 9 9 9 

0 0 

0 0 

0 9 

— 

— 

_ 

Total 

• 0 

9 9 9 9 9 9 

0 0 

0 « 

9 0 

5 

4 

9 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate  live  .births 
Neo -natal  mortality  rate  - 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1000  total  live  births 
Early  neo -natal  mortality  rate  - 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  - 

Stillbirth  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1000  total 
live  and  still  births 


18.2 

18,2 

38.0 

12.4 

8.6 


21.8 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion): 


Number  of  deaths  . . , » » . . » « . . » . « ® . . Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  . . . , . « . » . . Nil 

DEATHS : 


Male  Female  Totals 


256  296  592 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  population  o.  10. 3 
Area  Comparability  Factors  (Deaths)  ..  0,97 
Corrected  Death  Rate  (10. 3 x 0®97)  <•  * ••  10,0 


POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-year  I966 
is  33^610  as  compared  with  32,540  for  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of 
1,070.  In  recent  years  the  annual  increase  has  been  of  this  order, 

BIRTH  RATE 


There  were  1043  births  miaking  the  Birth  Rate  19 » 4 per  1000  population, 
which  again  compares  favourably  with  the  national  average  17 

DEATH  RATE 


532  people  died  during  the  year;  although  19  more  than  in  the 
previous  year,  the  Death  Rate  of  10«3  1000  population,  is  lower 
than  the  national  rate  11,7  and  so  favourable. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Nineteen  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year  giving  an 
Infant  Mortality  of  l8.2  such  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births.  This 
rate  is  somewhat  below  the  national  average  19®0.  It  will  be  noted  that 
nine  of  the  babies  died  in  the  early  neonatal  period,  that  is  within  one 
week  of  birth. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths® 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

There  were  fourteen  still  births;  the  rate  per  1000  total  live  and 
still  births  being  13° 2,  lower  than  the  national  average  13»^» 


TABLE  2®  Birth,  Death,  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  in  the  District  for 

the  last  five  years 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1 963 

1966 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

19.9 

19^7 

20,2 

20.4 

19.4 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  live 
births)  (-deaths  of  infants  under  1 

10,7 

12,0 

10.0 

10.1 

10,3 

y S S.  JO  •«  » «>c  »»  «» 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate,  per  1000  live 

20.9 

20.4 

17^5 

19.5 

18.2 

births  ( deaths  of  infants  under  1 month) 

1 4 ® 6 

18.3 

12.6 

8.9 

12.4 

TABLE  3*  For  Comparison,  the  Birth,  Death  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rates 
for  England  and  Wales  etc,  are  given  below 


England 

and 

Wales 

County 

of 

Gloucester 

Gloucester 

Rural 

District 

Live  Births 

17.7 

19.14 

19.4 

Still  Births  (per  1000  total,  live 
and  still  births) 

15.4 

13089 

13»2 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1000 
live  births  (deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year) 

19^0 

15.88 

18.2  - 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of 
infants  under  1 month,  per  1000 
live  births) 

12.9 

10.59 

12.4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  1 week) 

26,3 

22 . 83 

21.8 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

11,7 

10,76 

10.3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1966 


Table  4 gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  District  in  accordance  with 
the  abbreviated  list  of  36  groups  of  the  World  Health  Organisation 
Nomenclature  Regulations,  1948. 

TABLE  4 . 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

I • 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

9 9 

G 9 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

9 9 

9 0 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

9 9 

® 9 

1 

1 

- D ii_p  h t h ©ri9-  •©  «o  »*  ««  o® 

9 9 

9 0 

Whooping  Cough 

9 9 

9 9 

— 

6 . 

Meningococcal  infections 

9 9 

® 9 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

® 9 

9 9 

~ 

~ 

8. 

Measles  .»  ..  ..  ..  ««- 

9 G 

9 9 

9- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

9 9 

9 9 

1 

10.* 

(Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 9 

9 e> 

6 

2 

11  . 

( ” ” lung,  bronchus 

9 9 

9 9 

24 

5 

12. 

( ” ” breast 

9 9 

9 9 

7 

13« 

( ” " uterus 

9 9 

9 9 

— 

7 

14. 

(other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 9 

9 9 

29 

21 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

9 9 

1 

1 6 . 

Diabetes  .»  ««  ..  ..  ..  .. 

9 9 

• • 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 9 

9 9 

27 

48 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 9 

9 9 

31 

39 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

9 V 

9 9 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

9 9 

• • 

21 

70 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

9 9 

. . 

10 

6 

22. 

Influenza  ..  ..  ..  .»  .. 

9 9 

9 9 

2 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

9 9 

« • 

20 

39 

24. 

Bronchitis  . . 

9 9 

• • 

15 

4 

23. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

9 9 

• 9 

4 

1 

26 . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

9 9 

9 9 

3 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

9 9 

9 9 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

9 9 

• • 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

9 9 

« e 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

9 9 

0 9 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

e 9 

9 9 

3 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

G 9 

9 «> 

18 

20 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9 9 

• 9 

7 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

® 9 

9 9 

7 

3 

35- 

"Li  o®  ••  99  99  99  99 

9 9 

9 9 

_ 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

9 9 

9 9 

_ 

— 

TOTAL 

9 9 

9 0 

256 

296 

Explanatory  Note.  * Neoplasm  ~ Cancer. 
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Cancer 


TABLE  Death  Rates  from  Cancer  per  1,000  population 


England  and  Wales 

Gloucester  Rural  District 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 

0.96 

0.18 

0.89 

0,18 

Other  Cancer 

1 =5^ 

1.83 

1.30 

1»37 

Twenty-nine  people  died  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  twenty-four  of  them 
were  m.en,  but  there  was  no  undue  mortality,  the  local  rates  for  all  forms 
of  cancer,  on  the  whole,  be.rng  about  the  national  average. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 


THE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimiens,  and  the  bacteriological 
analyses  of  water,  milk  and  ice  cream  samples,  etc*,  are  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital. 
(There  is  no  charge  for  this  work). 

Ghemical  analyses  of  samples  of  food,  water  and  sewage  taken  by  this 
department,  are  examined  by  the  City  and  County  Analyst,  Bristol. 


Hospitals 


Infectious  disease  cases  are  adm.itted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Over,  which  is  administered  by  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest 
Management  Committee « 


Child  Welfare  Centres 


These  Centres  are  under  the  general  administration  of  the  North 
Gloucestershire  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

Meetings  of  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  Brockworth, 
Churchdown,  Eastington,  Frampton,  Hucclecote  and  Barnwood,  Innsworth, 


Longlevens,  Norton,  Quedgeley,  Upton-St . -Leonards  and  Westbury-on-Severn. 
There  is  also  a Mobile  Child  Welfare  Centre  ■which  serves  the  Tirley  and 
Maisemore  areas . 

These  centres  are  most  useful,  nearly  all  mothers  with  babies  attend. 
The  bulk  of  the  work  falls  upon  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary  Committees. 

The  community  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  devotion  to  this  service. 


Home  Help  Service 


This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  is  provided  where 
the  need  is  supported  by  the  family  doctor®  Appeals  for  help  should  be 
made  to  Mrs®  P®  Allen,  Assistant  Home  Help  Organiser,  telephone  Gloucester 
21444. 

Forty-seven  part  time  home  helps  are  at  work  in  the  district,  and  a 
home  help  is  provided  in  cases  where  the  need  for  assistance  is  supported 
by  the  family  doctor. 


National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  195”^ 


Under  these  Acts  the  Council  have  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  apply,  when  necessary,  to  the  Courts  for  an  Order  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  or  residential  home  of  aged  and  sick 
persons,  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  unable  to  provide  for 
themselves  and  who  are  not  receiving  proper  care  and  attention. 

No  application  was  made  to  the  Court  for  an  Order  to  remove  any 
person  to  hospital  during  I966. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  invariable  in  enabling  elderly  people  to 
carry  on  in  their  own  hom.es. 
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TABLE  6e  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  ^^GG  by  Age  Groups « 
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Immanisation  against  Diphtheria 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria  during  I966. 


TABLE  7 


Age  at  3^ • ^ 2 . 66 

Under 

1 

1 

^ i 

2™n 

5-14 

Under  13 

i,e*  born  in  year 

1 966 

1965 

1964-62 

1961-52 

Total 

Primary  Immunisation 

384 

379 

45 

54 

865 

Table  of  comparison 

showing  the 

number 

of  children 

immunised 

against 

diphtheria  in  1963?  1984, 

1963  and 

1966  and 

the  number 

of  births 

in  1966. 

TABLE  8 . 


No . of 
live  births 

1 966 

Primary 

Immunisation 

1963  1964  1963  1966 

Re~inforcing 

Injection 

1963  1964  1963  1966 

1043 

810 

1084 

. . . 

973 

865 

1079 

1708 

2369 

1311 

The  response  to  the  immunisation  campaign  is  good,  the  number  of 
primary  immunisations  being  nearly  ^QP/o  of  the  total  number  of  births. 


Vaccination  .against  Whooping  Cough 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  against 
whooping  cough*  A triple  vaccine  (Diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus) 
is  used  in  Child  Welfare  Centres  as  a routine* 

TABLE  9 * 


Under  1 yr . 

1 yr. 

2-4  yrs.‘ 

3-'14  yrs. 

Under  13 

1 966 

1965 

1964-62 

1961-52 

Total 

Primary  vaccination 

384 

374 

42 

11 

811 

Immunisation  against  Tetanus 


The  numbers  of  children  immunised  against  tetanus  approximates  to 
those  for  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 


Freedom  from  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  district  is  due  to  the 
success  of  vaccination  against  this  disease.  The  efforts  of  all  con- 
cerned have  to  be  sustained  to  maintain  a high  percentage  of  immunised 
persons . 


Scarlet  Fever 


Forty-three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified;  a decrease  of  3^^ 
from,  the  previous  year,  and  the  disease  remained  mild  in  character. 


Whooping  Gough 


Thirty-one  cases  were  notified;  six  more  than  the  previous  year. 
This  figure  is  low  owing  to  the  general  acceptance  of  immunisation  for 
the  cases  occur  in  unvaccinated  children. 


Measles 


390  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  1017  in  the  previous  year® 
There  were  no  deaths o The  disease  has  a biennial  incidence,  the  year 
under  review  being  one  of  low  incidence o 


Diphtheria 


There  nas  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  District  since  195")  • 
This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  continued  success  of  the  campaign  for 
immunisation  against  the  disease. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 
No  cases  occurred  in  the  District. 


Dysentery 


Only  one  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the  year;  this  was 
of  the  mild  Sonne  type. 


Food  Poisoning 


As  in  the  previous  year  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred,  and 
indicates  the  high  standard  of  food  hygiene  that  is  maintained  in  the 
various  food  trades  that  operate  in  the  District. 
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Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Persons  vaccinated  in  year  ended  J)^st  December,  I966 


TABLE  1 0 . 


Under  1 yr. 

1 

yr . 

2-4 

yrs  ® 

5-14 

yrs  0 

Total 

Vac  ® 

Revac . 

Vac  * 

Revac . 

Vac . 

Revac . 

Vac « 

Revac  ® 

Vac . 

Revac . 

28 

421 

133 

3 

35 

68 

64o 

71 

The  number  of  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  represents  64%  of  the 
number  of  births® 


Tuberculosis 


TABLE  11®  This  Table  shows  the  new  CB.ses,  in-transfers  and  deaths  for 

Tuberculosis,  for  the  past  21  years. 


Year 

Pop . 
of 

District 

New  & 

I.  T. 

Cases 

Per 

1000 
Pop . 

Deaths 

Per 

1000 
Pop  * 

Number 

on 

Register 

Per 

1000 

Pop. 

1946 

31,550 

53 

1 .7 

17 

0,54 

176 

3o6 

1947 

31,960 

63 

1.9 

15 

o„45 

1 203 

6.4 

1948 

33 , 540 

54 

1 0 6 

21 

0,62 

201 

6 0 0 

1949 

36 , 350 

63 

1 08 

16 

0.48 

203 

5.6 

1930 

35,640 

32 

1 s 

1 

11 

0,39 

207 

5.7 

1951 

37 , 360 

64 

1o7 

17 

0.45 

212 

5.7 

1952 

38 , 370  - 

70 

1 08 

6 

0®13 

243 

6.3 

1953 

37,430 

51 

1 o3 

8 

0o21 

220 

5.8 

1954 

39,140 

63 

1 06 

8 

0.20 

235 

6 ® 0 

1955 

40 , 490 

75 

1.8 

3 

0.07 

274 

608 

1956 

41 , 770 

70 

lo7 

3 

0.07 

281 

6.7 

1957 

43,000 

63 

1 ®3 

3 

0.07 

293 

608 

1958 

42,820 

50 

1 .2 

3 

0.12 

293 

6 0 8 

1959 

43,920 

64 

1 ®2 

6 

I 0.16 

298 

6.8 

i960 

45 , 350 

55 

1 o2 

2 

i O0O3 

309 

6 0 6 

1961 

46 , 570 

51 

1 0 0 

4 

0,08 

280 

6 ® 0 

1962 

48,050 

31 

0o7 

3 

0.06 

267 

5.5 

1963 

49 , 870 

33 

0o7 

2 

0.04 

236 

5.1 

1964 

51 ,040 

35 

0.7 

1 

0.02 

256 

3e0 

1965 

52,540 

34 

0.6 

3 

o®03 

245 

4.7 

1 966 

53,610 

22 

0.4 

2 

0.04 

243 

4 0 6 
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TABLE  12,  New,  In  Transfer  cases,  Deaths  an  i Nir  ber  on  the  Register, 

31st  December,  I966,. 


Respiratory 

Meninges 
& C.NoS. 

Other 

forms 

Total 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

New  Cases 

0 « « 9 

7 

3 

1 

1 

14 

In-Transfer 

Cases  . . 

3 

3 

— 

2 

8 

Deaths 

9 99 

2 

— 

2 

On  Register 

31 .12.66 

112 

102 

— 

10 

L™ 

19 

263 

Modern  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  most  successful  as  is  shown  by 
the  declining  death  rate  from  this  disease.  However  fourteen  new  cases 
occurred,  evidence  of  many  sources  of  infection^  Keen  investigation  is 
made  in  each  case  to  find  the  source  of  infection,  and  to  trace  contacts 
in  order  to  prevent  spreads  It  is  by  such  means,  together  with  the 
ready  acceptance  of  BXcG.  vaccination  and  use  of  the  Mass  Radiography 
service,  that  Tuberculosis  can  be  eradicated. 


Families  at  Risk 


The  scheme  agreed  between  the  County  Council  and  District  Council  for 
the  rehabilitation  of  problem  families  living  in  Council  houses  continued 
to  operate  during  the  year.  Where  arrears  of  rent  are  such  as  to  render 
the  family  liable  to  eviction  the  case  is  referred  to  the  County  Social 
Welfare  Officer  and  if  it  is  accepted  the  County  Council  guarantee  73% 
of  the  rent  arrears. 

Sixty-six  families  were  accepted  under  the  Rent  Guarantee  Scheme. 

In  addition  the  County  Social  Welfare  Officer  dealt  with  thirteen  more 
families  because  a threat  of  homelessness  existed  due  to  a variety  of 
causes . 

When  family  circumstances  of  this  nature  become  a matter  of  concern 
the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  calls  a meeting  of  representa- 
tives of  the  various  social  agencies  so  that  a common  effort  may  be  made 
to  sustain  the  family. 

The  type  of  assistance  to  families  obtained  by  or  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  County  Social  Welfare  Officer  is  listed  overleaf: - 
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Charities  11 
Service  Charities  4 
Ministry  of  Social  Security  3 
Section  1 of  the  Children 

and  Young  Persons*  Act  19^3  2 
Gifts  from  Welfare  Committees  7 
Other  1 


Furnishings  9 
Clothing  4 
Bedding  4 
Rent  Arrears  3 
Food  3 
Other  3 


Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations,  1932“’62 

Staverton  Airport 


In  connection  with  the  on-call  customs  facilities  granted  to  Staverton 
Airport,  the  Council  made  arrangements  for  Health  Control,  at  the  Airport® 

Dre  H®Go  Dowler,  Diu  C^H®  Drake,  Dru  J^So  Prior,  and  Dr®  S®  Knight, 
were  appointed  to  act  as  authorized  officers  under  Regulation  3 (a)  of 
these  Regulations e 


Danger  to  Bathers  - River  Severn 

Regular  visits  were  made  by  Officers  of  this  Bepartment  to  places 
along  the  River  Severn  where  bathing  may  take  place  in  order  to  ensure 
that  warning  notices  and  life-buoys  erected  in  conjunction  with  the  Parish 
Councils,  were  in  good  repair. 

It  is  regretted  that  much  of  this  work  and  the  expense  of  replace- 
ments is  due  to  vandalism. 

At  Arlingham  it  was  considered  advisable  to  station  a life-buoy  in 
addition  to  the  existing  warning  notices. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EHGIMER  AR.:'  SJRVEYOR 


Mr.  JASe  Hopkins,  C^Engi.,  AoMo  loMun^E® , M^R^S^H. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


The  rate  of  increase  in  the  volume  of  sewage  reaching  the  main  works 
at  Longford  has  been  even  greater  than  was  anticipated  and  the  average 
daily  flow  is  now  in  excess  of  two  million  gallons  per  dayo  The  River 
Authority  has  taken  regular  samples  of  the  effluent  leaving  the  works  and 
in  every  case  during  the  year,  the  standard  has  been  within  the  permis- 
sible limits*  It  is  inevitable  that  to  maintain  these  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  and  the  investigation  into  the  Longford  drainage 
system  which  has  been  commenced  during  the  year  will  contribute  greatly 
to  the  ultimate  solution  of  providing  new  and  altered  works  at  Longford. 

The  laboratory  at  Longford  is  now  working  a capacity  analysis 
programme  which  includes  attention  in  detail  to  the  various  trade  wastes 
being  discharged  to  the  Works.  Negotiations  for  improved  treatment  of 
trade  effluence  have  resulted  in  at  least  one  major  firm  who  discharge, 
placing  orders  for  the  installation  of  purification  equipment  costing 
many  thousands  of  pounds. 

The  progress  on  the  various  sewerage  schemes  has  been  affected  by 
the  financial  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Governm.ent*  The  Ashleworth 
and  Longford  re-drainage  schemes  have  both  been  postponed  on  this  account 
and  the  sewer  extension  in  Green  Street,  Brockworth  has  also  been  post- 
poned. As  a result  of  representations,  however,  the  extension  in  the 
Shurdington  Road  has  been  permiitted  on  health  grounds  and  will  be 
commenced  early  in  the  new  year. 

Difficulties  of  land  acquisition  at  Hardwicke  and  Quedgeley  and  at 
Tirley  have  resulted  in  the  Council  making  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
and  these  Schemes  cannot  progress  until  these  Orders  are  resolved. 

In  conjunction  with  the  development  of  the  Westbury  Court  Gardens, 
a scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Westbury,  including  Northwood  Green  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Minister.  During  the  year,  investigation  has 
commenced  into  the  relief  drainage  scheme  at  Upton~St . -Leonards , the 
drainage  of  Haresfield  and  the  drainage  of  Norton,  Down  Hatherley  and 
Twigworth* 


Refuse  Collection 


No  renewals  have  been  made  in  the  fleet  of  vehicles  due  to  the 
impending  reduction  in  the  size -of  the  district  resulting  from  the 
Boundary  Commission’s  proposals®  Difficulty  has  again  been  experienced 
in  the  provision  of  sufficient  labour  and  the  litter  service  has  worked 
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intermittently  throughout  the  year.  Despite  the  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  properties  from  which  collections  are  made,  a weekly  service  has 
been  maintained  through  the  district  without  a break. 


Ji  S.  HOPKINS 

Engineer  and  Surveyor 


REPORQ"  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr,  S®  De  Harris,  C,SoI«B,,  M.A^PeHoI®,  M o R S , H « 

The  following  tables  are  di^awn  up  to  show,  as  concisely  as  possible, 
the  work  of  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  where  necessary 
they  are  amplified  by  brief  summaries. 

During  the  year  it  became  clear  that  many  privately  owned  houses  in 
the  District  were  deteriorating  and  that  encouragement  would  have  to  be 
given  to  owners  if  the  Districts  stock  of  housing  was  not  to  be  depleted 
to  a seriously  low  level. 

Owners  of  sub -standard  houses  are  encouraged  to  carry  out  work  to 
render  the  houses  fit  for  human  habitation,  rather  than  to  allow  their 
properties  to  fall  into  such  a state  that  they  require  demolition®  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Council  will  be  permitted  to  carry  out  the  various  sewerage 
schemes  which  have  been  prepared,  as  the  District  is  already  well  supplied 
with  mains  water,  and  this  will  encourage  property  owners  to  provide  modern 
amenities  and  so  raise  the  standard  of  older  homes. 

The  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  I966,  came  into  operation 
during  the  year  and  require  a higher  standard  of  meat  inspection  together 
with  improved  methods  of  preparing  meat  in  slaughterhouses. 

The  District  continues  to  attract  caravan  dwellers,  many  of  whom  do 
not  work  in  the  Council's  area.  The  administration  of  the  Caravan  Sites 
and  Control  of  Development  Act  takes  up  a considerable  amount  of  the 
Department's  time,  and  this,  together  with  the  gypsy  problem,  is  receiv- 
ing close  attention  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Planning  Department, 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  more  than  12,000  residential  caravans 
costing  between  £^,000  and  £2,500  each,  are  being  produced  annually  in 
this  country,  and  it  is  likely  that  this  form  of  accommodation  will 
increase . 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council  and  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments, 
also  the  Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the  Public  Analyst  in 
Bristol,  for  their  support  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 
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A list  of  legislation^  officia_u  circulars  and  reports  affecting  the 
work  of  the  Department,  which  were  issued  during  the  year  is  given  below. 


S.  W,  D,  HARRIS 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


LEGISLATION  I966 


STATUTORY  INSTRUMENTS 


Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 


No. 


830  Skimmed  Milk  with  Non-Milk  Fat  (Amendment)  Regulations  I966 
913  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  I966 
1031  Salad  Cream  Regulations  I966 

1073  Mineral  Hydrocarbons  in  Food  Regulations  I966 
107^  Butter  Regulations  I966 

1203  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations  I966 
1318  Slaughterhouses  Hygiene  (Amendment)  Regulations  I986 
1300  Antioxidant  in  Food  Regulations  I986 
1640  Cheese  (Amendment)  Regulations  1966 


Ministry  of  Health 


238  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations  I986 
262  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  I986 

79"1  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations 

1 966 

1487  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  (Amendment) 
Regulations  I986 

Home  Office 


388  Oil  Heaters  Regulations  I966 

1190  Petroleum-Spirit  (Conveyance  by  Road)  (Amendment)  Regulations 

1 966 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

217  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  Order  I966 
233  Housing  (Prescribed  Forms)  Regulations  I966 

1143  Alkali,  &c . Works  Order  I986 

1144  Building  (Second  Amendment)  Regulations  I966 
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Ministry  of  Labour 


No.  975  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  I963  (Exemption  No*  9) 

Order  I966 

Privy  Council 


692  Transfer  of  Functions  (Buildings  Control  and  Historic  Buildings) 
Order  I966 


CIRCULARS 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  _ ^ 

4 Cheese  Regulations  1965 
30  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  I966 
34  Skimmed  Milk  with  Non-Milk  Fat  (Amendment)  Regulations  I966 
32  Slaughterhouses  Act  1938 

34  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations  I966 
60  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  (Amendment)  Regulations  I966 
79  Antioxidant  in  Food  Regulations  I966 

Ministry  of  Health 


17  Brucellosis 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

1 Housing  (Slum  Clearance  Compensation)  Act  I965 

2 Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  I962 

6 Working  Party  on  the  Design  and  Construction  of  Underground  Pipe 
Sewers 

18  Clean  Air  Act  1936:  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Authorised  Fuels) 

(No *2)  Regulations  I963 

23  Clean  Air  Act  1936 
26  Gypsies 
32  Rent  Act  I963 
37  Sewage  Effluents 

47  Building  Regulations  I963:  Prefabricated  Chimineys  for  Class  1 
Appliances 

48  Public  Health  Act  I96I:  Building  Regulations 

32  Building  Regulations  1963*  Part  G:  Sound  Insulation 

33  Revised  Model  Byelaws  for  Preventing  Waste,  Undue  Consumption, 
Misuse  or  Contamination  of  Water 

37  Surplus  land 

Ministry  of  Public  Building  and  Works 

1 Public  Health  Act,  I96I:  Building  Regulations 

3 Building  Regulations  I963*  Commercial  Glasshouses 
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OFFICIAL  REPORTS  AND  ML.ORANDA 


Food  Standards  Committee  Report  on  Claims  and  Misleading  Descriptions 
Food  Hygiene  Code  of  Practices  Hygiene  in  the  Bakery  Trade  and  Industry 
An  Enquiry  into  Methods  of  Milk  Distribution  in  England  and  Wales 
(Report  by  J.  Lo  Davies,  Esq® ^ CoBoE*) 

Model  Water  Byelaws 

First  Interim  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on  the  Design  and  Construction 
of  Underground  Pipe  Sewers. 

Our  Older  Homes:  A Call  for  Action®  Report  of  the  C«HoA®Co  Sub-Committee 
on  Standards  for  Housing  Fitness. 

The  Deeplish  Study®  Improvement  possibilities  in  a district  of  Rochdale. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


TABLE  1 3 


Number' 

of 

Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Defects  remedied 
after  notice 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  Houses  . 

712 

42 

19 

29 

7 

Water  Supplies 

382 

13 

_ 

11 

Food  Premises 

546 

63 

2 

49 

1 

Slaughterhouses  . 

1391 

18 

__ 

1 6 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

3 

~ 

Factories,  etc® 

133 

3 

3 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

951 

49 

2 

39 

2 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

51 

6 

6 

Infectious  Disease 

59 

— 

— 

Pests 

121 

4 

— 

2 

Caravans 

233 

1 6 

1 

13 

1 

Noise  Abatement 

47 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Petroleum  . . 

Offices,  Shops  and 

207 

52 

37 

— 

Railway  Premises 

109 

39 

33 

— 

Hairdressers 

22 

2 

1 

Health  Education 

Animal  Boarding  Estab- 

47 

— 

— 

— 

lishments 

10 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous 

617 

9 

3 

9 

1 

To  tal 

5669 

319 

27 

230 

12 

21 


It  was  only  necessary  to  take  formal  action  in  twenty‘~seven  instances 
which  was  a slight  increase  on  the  previous  year,  but  practically  all  the 
Council's  public  health  work  was  undertaken  without  recourse  to  statutory 
proceedings . 

Of  the  total  number  of  visits,  more  than  one  third  were  made  in  con- 
nection with  either  food  or  drink.  This  continuing  trend  in  public  health 
work  in  this  country  follows  closely  the  pattern  which  has  been  observed 
in  Western  Europe  and  in  North  America  over  the  last  decade. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Health  Acts,  193^  and  I96I 


Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts,  - I96I 


Water  Act,  19^3 


Water  Resources  Act,  19^3 


On  1st  April,  1963?  IHe  North-West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  assumed 
responsibility  for  the  supply  of  water  throughout  the  Council's  District, 
Regular  consultations  take  place  between  officers  of  the  Board  and  this 
Department  on  matters  of  mutual  concern,  in  particular  the  provision  of 
mains  water  to  the  remaining  parts  of  the  District  which  are  supplied  by 
wells. 

In  addition,  Gloucestershire  Bounty  Oouncil,  Frocester  Oourt  Estate 
and  Haresfield  Estate  operated  local  systems  for  the  supply  and  distribu^ 
tion  of  water  to  small  areas  of  the  District. 

Oomplaints  continue  to  be  received  regarding  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  water  supplied  to  the  Frocester  area  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  provision 
of  mains  water  will  not  be  long  delayed. 

The  following  details  which  have  been  supplied  by  the  North-West 
Gloucestershire  Water  Board  show  how  effectively  the  Rural  District  Oouncil 
have  discharged  their  statutory  responsibility  for  securing  a wholesome 
water  supply  for  their  District: 

See  table  on  facing  page 
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NORTH-WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  W 'TER  BOARD 


Mains  laid  in  Gloucester  Rural  District  during  I966 


Parish 

Size  of  Main 

Length 

( yards) 

Arlingham 

e 9 

^ ft 

230 

Barnwood 

9 « 

6” 

227 

in 

148 

Ch'orchdown 

• • 

6" 

567 

in 

1039 

^ rT 

174 

Down  Hatherley 

• $ 

3” 

40 

Eastington 

4 • 

6” 

444 

4” 

14 

Ere  theme  “With-Saul 

0 4 

in 

Go 

Hempsted 

0 a 

4” 

424 

3” 

57 

Hucclecote 

4 9 

4n 

1288 

51 

Upton-St , -Leonards 

4 « 

in 

88 

3” 

720 

Westbury-on”Severn 

e « 

21 

Whitminster 

• 0 

3” 

176 

5788 

Lengths  of  mains  authorised  in  Gloucester 

Rural  District 

but 

not 

laid  at  3^st  December, 

1 966 

Parish 

Size  of  Main 

Length 

(yards) 

Brockworth 

• • 

4n 

1320 

3” 

720 

Churchdown 

• 4 

4ft 

823 

3'^ 

63 

Longford 

4 4 

3” 

130 

Upton-St , -Leonards 

0 4 

4n 

446 

3'’ 

471 

Westbury-on-Severn 

4 G 

4if 

2830 
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6845 

Houses  provided  with  main  water  supplies  at  3'^st  December,  I966 


Parish 


Num.be  r 


Arlingham 

Ashleworth 

Barnwood 

Brockworth 

Brookthorpe 

Chaceley 

Churchdown 

Down  Hatherley 

Eastington 

Elmore 

Forthampton 

Frampton-on-Severn 

Ere  theme -with“Saul 

Frocester 

Hardwicke 

Harescombe 

Haresfield 

Hasfield 

Hempsted 

Highnam 

Hucclecote 

Longford 

Longlevens 

Longney 

Maisemore 

Minsterworth  . . 

Moreton  Valence 

Norton 

Newnhami-on-Severn 

Quedgeley 

Sandhurst 

Standish 

Tirley 

Twigworth 

Upton-St  * -Leonards 
Westbury-on~Severn 
Whitrninster 


116 

107 

327 

1936 

111 

2k 

2586 

107 

422 
''81 
60 
41 6 
234 
9 

279 

46 

36 

39 

224 

155 

2870 

444 

2845 

92 

128 

'I55 

75 

89 

393 

413 

144 

25 

79 

66 

448 

350 

145 

1 6546 


Well  Water  Supplies 


Twenty-five  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  of  which  fifteen  were 
unsatisfactory.  In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples  where  no  main  supply 
is  available,  assistance  is  given  by  the  public  health  inspectors  in  chlori- 
nation or  other  suitable  measures.  It  is  inevitable  in  rural  areas  that 
som.e  properties  will  continue  to  be  supplied  by  wells  for  the  forseeable  future. 
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RURAL  SANITATION 


Cleansing  of  Cesspools 


This  service  which  allows  for  two  free  emptyings  in  any  period  of 
twelve  months  for  domestic  properties,  continues  to  be  appreciated  by 
those  ratepayers  who  avail  themselves  of  the  service. 

The  Council’s  Contractor  entered  into  a three-year  contract  for  this 
service  and  during  this  first  year  has  continued  to  be  most  co-operative 
and  given  every  satisfaction. 

During  the  year  under  review  more  than  1,900  loads  were  dealt  with 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Contract* 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Clean  Air  Act,  1936 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  persons  proposing  to  install  furnaces 
with  an  output  in  excess  of  33iOOO  B*T*U.’s  per  hour  are  required  to  notify 
the  Local  Authority®  In  addition  they  may  make  application  for  what  is 
referred  to  as  "prior  approval"  to  the  installation,  and  it  has  become 
common  practice,  particularly  by  industrial  concerns,  for  this  to  be  done. 

There  is  a two-fold  advantage  in  this®  In  the  first  place,  an 
applicant  knows  beforehand  whether  or  not  his  proposed  installation  is 
going  to  meet  the  Council’s  requirements,  and  secondly  the  Council  is  able 
to  achieve  a large  measure  of  control  over  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
emissions  which  are  likely  to  be  discharged  from  the  chimneys  of  new 
furnaces  * 

The  general  work  of  pollution  prevention  involved  the  Department  in 
51  visits  during  the  year,  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  formal 
action  in  any  case. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  I96O 

During  the  year  97  visits  were  made  by  the  public  health  inspectors 
following  complaints  from  residents. 

Each  case  was  dealt  with  informally  and  it  has  been  found  that  co- 
operation is  most  readily  obtainable  when  trouble  is  taken  to  demonstrate 
the  extent  to  which  nuisance  is  being  caused. 
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In  some  cases  it  is  possible  to  eradicate  noise  nuisances  completely 
merely  by  the  removal  of  an  offending  machine  to  a different  position  or 
some  other  such  simple  action,  but  unfortunately  the  great  majority  of 
noise  nuisances  do  not  come  into  this  category,  and  frequently  very  com- 
plicated investigations  are  necessary  before  success  is  obtained. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  public  are  becoming  more  and  more  demand- 
ing of  a higher  standard  of  amenity  and  this  is  manifested  in  their 
general  attitude  to  problems  of  noise  as  well  as  in  other  ways® 


CARAVAN  SITES 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act.,  I96O 


During  the  year  a phased  ’Vun-down”  one  one  of  the  largest  sites  in 
the  District  was  beguno  The  site  is  being  re-developed  for  housing,  and 
following  protracted  negotiations  between  the  Council '^s  representatives 
and  the  owners,  it  has  been  possible  to  smooth  out  the  problems  that  have 
inevitably  arisen  as  the  caravan  site  area  has  progressively  ^shrunk’h 
In  this  connection  the  co-operation  of  the  Council "s  Housing  Department 
has  been  particularly  appreciated. 

No  real  difficulties  or  cases  of  hardship  have  occurred  and  it  is, 
perhaps,  fortunate  that  the  complete  cessation  of  the  site,  as  a caravan 
site,  is  not  expected  for  at  least  five  years, 

A continuing  and  general  improvement  has  been  noted  in  caravans 
themselves.  As  standards  have  risen  in  other  spheres,  caravans  are 
becoming  larger  and  more  sophisticated  and  occupiers  are  no  longer  satis- 
fied with  the  old  concept  of  a box  on  wheels.  It  is  becoming  common  place 
on  residential  caravan  sites  to  see  TWIN-UNITS,  which  are,  in  fact,  two 
sections  of  a moveable  dwelling  bolted  together  to  form  quite  roomy  and 
substantial  living  accommodation.  While  there  is  controversy  raging  as 
to  the  status  of  these  ^mobile  homes”  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  improve- 
ments in  environment  and  general  well-being  engendered  by  these  larger 
units  should  be  welcomed  by  everybody  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the 
public . 

At  the  same  time,  no  statutory  standards  exist  in  relation  to  cara- 
vans or  to  their  construction  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  have 
become  a permanent  feature  of  our  community  it  is  high  time  that 
regulations,  controlling  strictly  such  things  as  materials  and  thermal 
insulation,  were  made  to  apply  to  them. 
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ACT,  19^-9 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMGE  BY  PESTS 


As  a result  of  engaging  another  rodent  operator  it  has  been  found 
possible  to  undertake  far  more  control  work  on  farms  and  other  premises 
and  this  is  reflected  in  the  figures  given  in  Table  1T. 

The  whole  of  the  Council's  sewerage  system  was  tested  for  rodent 
infestation  and  in  only  three  areas  were  tests  found  to  be  positive. 

These  were  subsequently  treated  until  negative  results  were  obtained. 

Rats  resistant  to  warfarin  have  not  been  found  within  the  District 
and  consequently  this  poison  has  continued  to  be  used  with  very  satisfact 
ory  results. 


TABLE  1 T . 


Inspections 

Treatment 

Private  dwellings 

9 9 

1693 

288 

Council  houses  and 

hutments 

9 9 

14? 

51 

Farms 

• • • • 0 9 

9 <9 

317 

48 

Business  Prem.ises 

• « ♦ © ' • ® 

9 9 

69 

18 

Sewers 

« 9 • • 9 • 

© 0 

13 

3 

Schools  • • » f 

• © • • • • 

9 9 

52 

15 

Hospitals 

9 © • • • • 

9 9 

Sewage  Works  and  Depots  . . 

0 9 

33 

3 

Other 

9 e 99  9 9 

9 9 

33 

k 

To  tal 

9 ® 

2337 

^32 

TABLE  19 • (Following  Private  Dwellings  etc,) 


Sewers 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Newnham 

Westbury-on-Severn 

Treatment 

Satisfactory 

If 

Maisemore 

Test  Baited 

No  Treatment  Required 

Upton-St . -Leonards 

Test  Baited  and  Treatment 

Satisfactory 

Frarapton-on-Severn 
Fre  theme -with -Saul 
Longlevens 

Longford 

Church down 

Test  Baited 

n 

r ! 

n 

No  Treatment  Required 

ft  n 

ff  n 

tf  ff 

ff  tf 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1935 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  i960 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-32 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1938 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1938 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  I963 


TABLE  1 6 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

Number 

No  * of 
Inspections 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

107 

64 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 

Provision  shops 

123 

189 

chemists . 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

-108 

81 

Registered  under  S.I6  Food  and 

Drugs  Act,  1933*  All  Ice 
Creamx  sold  in  the  district 
is  pre-packed. 

Butchers  Shops 

16 

44 

Six  shops  registered  under  S.I6 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933* 
Sausage  making. 

Fishmongers 

3 

25 

This  includes  fried  and  wet 

fish. 

Bakehouses  ® . 

2 

3 

These  are  small  and  only 

supply  a small  proportion 
of  the  population. 

Licensed  Premises 

61 

92 

The  breweries  are  very  co-op- 

erative  in  carrying  out 
improvements  recommended. 

Dairies 

Wholesale  Premises 

3 

8 

Inspected  under  Food  Hygiene 

(Food  Manufacture) 

■2; 

y 

3 

(General)  Regulations,  I96O 

Total 

432 

509 
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Food  Hygiene 


The  greater  part  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council's  public 
health  inspectors  in  safeguarding  food  supplies  and  securing  satisfactory 
standards  of  cleanliness  in  food  premises,  is  of  an  advisory  nature® 
Improvements  and  the  remedying  of  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  are 
almost  always  achieved  through  consultation  and  informal  action.  In  many 
cases,  proprietors  of  food  businesses  have  shown  themselves  anxious  to 
comply  with  the  advice  given  by  the  public  health  inspectors  and  formal 
action  was  only  required  in  two  cases. 


Ice  Cream 


During  I966,  ten  licences  were  issued  under  Section  I6  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  Tor  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  This  brought  the  total 
number  of  premises  registered  in  the  District  to  I08® 


Anthrax  Order,  1938 

No  cases  of  anthrax  were  confirmed  during  the  year® 


Slaughterhouses 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  1986® 

1«  Churchdown,  Chapel  Hay. 

2.  Eastington,  Alkerton  Place. 

3.  Minsterworth,  The  Flatt . 

4.  Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon,  ^rickhouse  Farm, 

5®  Hemipsted,  Sudmeadow  Road. 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  eighteen  notices  in  respect  of  defects 
found  in  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  yearo  In  addition  to  regular 
inspections  by  the  Council ®s  officers  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food  carried  out  an  annual  inspection  of  all  slaughterhouses, 
lairages  and  ancillary  premises o 

The  process  of  converting  farm  animals  into  human  food  is  complicated 
and  is  rigidly  controlled  at  all  stages  by  legislation  entrusted  to  local 
authorities . 

In  October  legislation  giving  Local  Authorities  power  to  control  the 
time  of  slaughter,  with  certain  safeguards  for  the  trade,  camie  into  force. 
It  was  hoped  that  the  control  would  be  secured  by  agreement  with  the 
traders  concerned,  and  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
make  an  Order  determining  hours  of  slaughter® 
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Constant  efforts  are  being  made  the  Government  to  improve  the 
standard  of  meat  inspection  in  this  country  and,  in  addition  to  the  above- 
mentioned  steps,  improved  hygienic  practices  in  the  preparation  of  car- 
cases are  provided  for  in  the  Regulations® 


TABLE  17.  Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

ExclU" 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

T"  

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2866 

31 

226 

19278 

9853 

32274 

Number  inspected  . . 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases 

2866 

51 

226 

19278 

9853 

32274 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

2 

4 

2 

1 Go 

24 

192 

condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 

42 

6 

1310 

90k 

2918 

cysticercosis 
Tuberculosis  onlys 

Whole  carcases 

i5,9y 

90 20% 

3 - 

8066% 

9A2°/o 

9.Gk% 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was . 

condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

73 

73 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

0.73% 

0.23% 

condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 

25 

25 

H-  0 Tl.  *9  •«  «0 

Generalised  and  totally 

23 

— 

25 

condemned 

1 

— 

— 

1 
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Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  cciidemried  for:- 


(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis 

(ii)  Tuberculosis 

(iii)  Cysticercosis 

Total  . . ... 

(or  12  tons  7 cwt ® 1 qtr . 1 8 lb . ) 


25711  lb. 
820  lb. 
540  lb  ® 
27710  lb. 


Cysticercus  Bovis 


Regional  Infestation 


Number  infested 


External  masseter  muscles  . . . , . . 15 
Internal  masseter  muscles  . ^ a ® » 4 
Heart  musculature  . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Other  sites 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs 


TABLE  1 8 , 


Article 

Non-Preserve d 

lb. 

Preserved,  tinned,  etc. 
lb  a 

Meat 

27849 

46 

Flour  and  Cereals 

2 

Vegetables  . . 

282 

95 

F "1 

U.  .U.  J.X  ••  *9  90  O® 

67 

64 

Cheese  & Fats 

422 

__  ™ 

Fruit  .0  ..  ..  .. 

236 

451 

Cream  & Evaporated  Milk 

313 

96 

Totals 

29171  lbs. 

752  lbs. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Health  Education 


Environmental  health  has  been  defined  by  the  World  Health  Organisation 
as  "the  control  of  all  those  factors  in  man ’ s - physical  environment  which 
exercise,  or  may  exercise,  a deleterious  effect  on  his  physical  develop- 
ment, health  and  survival." 

Health  Education  plays  an  important  part  in  the  dissemination  of  the 
knowledge  which  is  vital  if  living  standards  are  to  continue  to  rise  and 
it  is  with  this  object  in  mind  that  this  Department  pursues  a vigorous 
health  education  programme. 

Lectures  and  demonstrations  have  been  delivered  to  various  groups 
covering  a wide  section  of  the  community,  A number  of  visits  were  again 
paid  to  local  schools  and  it  was  felt  that  these  were  particularly  reward- 
ing. If  interest  in  matters  appertaining  to  health  can  be  stimulated  in 
school  children  the  result  will  be  an  adult  population  which  is  'health 
conscious'.  To  achieve  this  it  is  important  to  present  a balanced  picture, 
as  to  produce  a state  where  people  become  pre-occupied  with  their  personal 
health,  is  highly  undesirable. 

During  the  year  many  lectures  were  requested  on  the  work  of  the 
Department.  These  were  welcomes,  as  it  is  only  by  making  the  public  aware 
of  the  environmental  health  services  which  are  available,  that  these 
services  can  be  used  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

The  Department  again  assisted  with  the  training  of  Public  Health  staff 
employed  by  other  local  authorities  and  a number  of  lectures  and  visits 
were  arranged. 

Whilst  considerable  use  is  made  of  commercially  produced  visual  aid 
material,  the  Department  is  rapidly  building  up  its  own  collection  of 
slides  which  relate  specifically  to  the  public  health  problems  encountered 
in  this  District.  These  have  proved  popular  as  the  places  depicted  are 
frequently  recognised  by  the  audience. 

It  is  over  three  years  since  a health  education  section  was  established 
in  the  Department  and  whilst  evaluation  of  results  is  not  practicable  over 
such  a short  period,  it  is  felt  that  a valuable  service  is  being  provided 
which  will,  in  the  longterm,  amply  repay  the  time  and  effort  expended  in 
this  direction. 
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NEW  HOUSCNG, 


TABLE  19. 


Number  of  dwellings  erected  during  the  yeari 


By  the  Council: 

Churchdown  (Grove  Road) 

Ere  theme  “With-Saul 

Upton™St * -Leonards  (Ranee  Pitch) 

Whitminster 

By  Private  Enterprise 


345 


44-3 


Council  dwellings  under  construction: 

Churchdown  (Grove  Road)  ..  ..  69 

Westbury-on-Severn  (Westbury  Court  Gardens)  ..  ..  6 

Whitminster  ••  co  e.  »«  ««  0®  .»  .®  8 

83 


Housing  schemes  under  consideration: 


The  Council  were  proceeding  with  schemes  for  the  erection  of  dwellings 
in  various  parishes® 

Private  Enterprise  houses  under  construction  at 

31st  December  3 I966  ®e  .0  ®.  ..  293 

Number  of  Council  houses  sold  to  tenants  in  I966 
Total  number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  on 

31st  December,  I986  **  o®  ®o  .®  9®  ®o  2340 

There  were  68I  applicants  on  the  Council's  housing  list  at  the  end  of 
1966  compared  with  344  at  the  end  of  I963- 


Housing  Progress 

Dwellings  erected  from  1st  April,  1943  to  31st  December,  I986: 

By  the  Council  and  local  housing  society  ..  2211 

By  Private  Enterprise  « . ® ® ® o o ® ® . ® o ® 6026 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957 


Housing  in  Clearance  Areas  and 
Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere 


TABLE  20 . 

Houses  Demolished  During  the  Year 

Number  of  houses  demolished 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 

Unfit  Houses  Closed  During  the  Year 

Number  of  houses  closed 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 
Unfit  houses  made  fit 


25 

15 


• ® 


9 9 


9 

15 

8 


9 O 


It  will  bear  repeating  that  the  houses  included  in  this  category  are 
those  which  fall  so  far  below  the  required  standard  that  they  are  deemed 
not  to  be  repairable  at  reasonable  expense®  Slum  clearance  work  is  likely 
to  occupy  the  Council '''s  attention  for  a long  time  to  come  as  older  houses 
gradually  fall  into  decay  owing  to  economic  and  other  factors® 

When  action  is  commenced  by  the  Council,  it  is  common  for  owners  to 
express  a wish  to  recondition  their  properties  rather  than  allow  them  to 
be  condemned o They  are  encouraged  in  this  course  partly  by  the  high 
market  value  of  country  properties  and  partly  by  the  prospect  of  grant- 
aid  in  appropriate  cases®  By  no  means  all  unfit  houses  are  suitable 
subjects  for  reconditioning,  but  where  this  course  is  practicable  it  should 
be  encouraged  in  order  to  maintain  the  nation ''s  pool  of  housing  and  to  help 
preserve  the  various  village  communities  in  the  district® 

Slum  clearance  is  an  essential  and  costly  aspect  of  the  Council’s 
duties  and  could  not  proceed  without  the  advance  provision  of  new  homes 
for  the  families  to  be  displaced®  This  often  involves  an  upheaval  to 
another  part  of  the  district  for  whole  families  or  aged  persons  who  have 
sometimes  lived  in  one  home  since  birth®  It  is  in  essence  a human  problem 
requiring  the  utmost  sympathy  and  understanding. 
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Administration  of  the  ^'actories  Acr,  '^937  to  I96I 


TABLE  21.  A.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
in 

Register 

No.  of 

In- 

spections 

No . of 

Written 

Notices 

No . of 
Occupiers 
Prose- 
cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Secs.  1,  2,  3i  and  8 

are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

10 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec«  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

96 

121 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
SeCo  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers) 

. 

36 

8 

Total 

162 

133 

3 

TABLE  22 e Bo  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  where  defects 
were  found 

No . of 
Cases  in 

which 

Prose- 

cutions 

were  in- 
stituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

Referred 

died 

to 

H 0 M® I ® 

by 

H © M 0 1 ® 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S®1) 

® ® 

3 

— 

Overcrowding  (3.2) 

ft  ft 

— 

_ 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp.  (S.3) 

ft  ft 

— 

_ 

— 

Inadequate  Vent.  (So4)  .. 

9 ft 

— 

~ 

~ 

~ 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  ( S . 6) 

ft  ® 





-r. 

Latrines  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

ft  ft 

..VB 

OB. 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

ft  ft 

— 

— 

~ 

_ 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

ft  ft 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
(not  including  Homework). 

Act 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

ft  ft 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

~ 35  ~ 


Factories  Act  inspections  are  combined  where  possible  with  visits 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General.)  Regulations  I96O,  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  Petroleum  Regulations  etc® 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963 


The  working  conditions  of  industrial  workers  have  been  controlled  by 
the  Factories  Acts  for  many  years®  This  control  did  not  apply  to  persons 
working  in  offices,  shops  and  similar  premises,  who  comprised  a substantial 
part  of  the  nation "s  working  population®  Local  Authorities  are  required 
to  administer  much  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  of  which  parts  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  May,  1964,  and  the  remainder  on  the  1st  August,  1964. 

In  addition  to  the  control  of  cleanliness,  temperature,  lighting,  venti- 
lation, and  washing  arrangements,  the  Act  also  lays  upon  local  authorites 
responsibilities  for  investigating  and  dealing  with  accidents  arising 
on  these  premises. 

Responsibility  for  safety  is  a new  departure  for  local  authorities 
and  no  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Advice  was  given  during  routine  inspections  of  premises  on  the 
lighting  of  work  areas.  It  had  been  hoped  that  by  this  time  guidance 
as  to  lighting  standards  would  have  been  given  in  the  form  of  Regulations, 
but  the  Minister  has  been  unable  so  far  to  arrive  at  a universally 
acceptable  standardo  In  the  meantime  advice  continues  to  be  based  on  the 
Code  evolved  by  the  Illuminating  Engineering  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  157'pnemises  had  been  registered  with  the 
Council . 

TABLE  23 . 


Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general,  inspection  during 
the  year 


f X IX  c e ©.  9.  ..  ..  ..  .0 

^R  e t a -X 1 S h.  o ^p  s ®®  ®.  ©©  ®©  ®«  ®® 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public, 
canteens  ®«  .«  ®«  ..  .*  .« 

Fuel  storage  depots 


24 

34 

3 
1 6 


Total 


• • 


e • 


97 


PETROLEUM  ADMIN ISTRAT  u3N 


The  Petroleum  Spirit  (Conveyance  by  Road)  (Amendment)  Regulations, 

1966  came  into  force  on  28th  September,  I966  and  the  effect  of  these 
amending  regulations  is  to  increase  the  maximum  permitted  capacity  of  tank 
wagons  used  for  the  conveyance  by  road  of  petroleum  spirit  from  1,000  to 
6,600  gallons. 

This  is  in  conformity  with  the  trend  in  petrol  filling  stations  to 
take  out  petrol  storage  tanks  of  small  capacity,  aiid  replace  them  with 
large  capacity  tanks. 

This  trend  is  encouraged  by  the  Department  in  the  interests  of 
safety,  as  it  reduces  the  number  of  visits  which  have  to  be  made  by  petrol 
tankers  to  licensed  premises  and  consequently  the  periods  of  maximum  danger 
are  kept  to  a minimumie 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  during  I966 
was  103  and  this  represented  a total  storage  capacity  in  excess  of 
2^  million  gallons. 


So  Wo  Do  HARRIS, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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